
Len Duvall AM, Chair of the GLA Oversight Committee 

Gordon Innes  City Hall 
Chief Executive  The Queen’s Walk
London & Partners London SE1 2AA 
6th Floor 
2 More London Riverside Switchboard: 020 7983 4000 
London  Minicom: 020 7983 4458 
SE1 2RR Web:  www.london.gov.uk 

Ref: 2/2015-16

28 May 2015

Dear Gordon 

London and Partners' Role in Crystal Palace Redevelopment Proposal 

Further to the recent discussions between the GLA Oversight Committee and London & 
Partners, I would be grateful if you could provide clarification of your role in the Crystal Palace 
Redevelopment proposals, and in particular, the allegations in The Sunday Times’ recent article  
that Lord Bates of Langbaurgh (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Criminal 
Information) and his wife Xuelin Li Bates met with “London planners” on behalf of the 
ZhongRong Group (Minister faces quiz over link to new Crystal Palace, 12 April 2015). 

The meeting (which took place on the 16 November 2012), as officially recorded in the 
document attached at Appendix 1, involved the attendance of a member of staff from London 
and Partners – Jeff Cao, Head of Asia Pacific – who is listed alongside Lord and Lady Bates as 
an applicant.   

I write therefore to seek clarification on London and Partners’ role in this application and would 
be grateful for your comments in relation to the following questions:  

• What role Mr Cao took at the meeting;

• What other work London & Partners undertook for the ZhongRong Group with respect
to this application; and

• Whether London and Partners received any additional money for attending this meeting
on behalf of the ZhongRong Group.

The Committees is particularly concerned that, on the face of it, London & Partners’ role in this 
matter might be construed as having strayed beyond its  core “brokering” function and into the 
realm of strategic advice.   

Appendix 2

http://www.london.gov.uk/
http://www.london.gov.uk/


I would be grateful to receive your response at your earliest convenience and ask that, in your 
formal response to the Committee, you copy in the committee officer, whose details are at the 
bottom of this letter. Please note that I have copied this letter to Sir Edward Lister.   

Yours sincerely 

Len Duvall AM 
Chair of the GLA Oversight Committee 

CC – Sir Edward Lister, Board Chairman, London & Partners 

Enc. – Appendix 1 – Technical Planning Advice Note (REF: PDU/1295b, 16 November 2012) 

Contact:  John Barry, Principal Committee Manager, City Hall, Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
020 7983 4425: john.barry@london.gov.uk 
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